Christmas

Christmas is on December 25 and an annual celebration commemorating

the birth of Jesus Christ, who Christians believe is the Son of God.
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The word Christmas originated as a compound meaning “Christ’s Mass”. It
is derived from the Middle English Christemasse and Old English Cristes maesse, a
phrase first recorded in 1038. “Cristes” is from Greek Christos and “maesse” is
from Latin missa. In Greek, the letter (chi), is the first letter of Christ, and it, or the
similar Roman letter X, has been used as an abbreviation for Christ since the mid-

16th century. Hence, Xmas is often used as an abbreviation for Christmas.
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Although traditionally a Christian holiday, Christmas is widely celebrated by

many non-Christians. Popular modern customs of the holiday include gift-giving,
Christmas carols, an exchange of greeting cards, church celebrations, a special meal.
Christmas decorations are traditionally taken down on Twelfth Night, the evening of
January 5. The traditional colours of Christmas are pine green, snow white, and heart
red, the display of various decorations; including Christmas trees, lights, and

garlands, mistletoe, nativity scenes, and holly.

wifrupsadunassumeniavesnsad uslunyauildldvesadiiniseiy
aapsnuegsunsuarauiy lneUsenaduionluadelmidu laun n1suevves iy
dl s Y] & s ) X a
nskanuasunIsneens n1sdnnudseassluluan nssulsemuesiloiay Lag
UTeAUUTEAMLADIUTIANG & AI8UTTININIATOITUASAALIEDY 12 AU AUBIAIUDIIUN 5
1AT1AN AUTEI1999TUATARNNAAD dudllel Fuzdv1) wazladung TUANLAIAINY
Wiy AuAsaRug aslidseau waanenld duladaln nswanaufeidiuiulsegivemse

Y UazAugead

Every house and all the parish churches to be “decked with holm, ivy,
bays, and whatsoever the season of the year afforded to be green”. The heart
shaped leaves of ivy were said to symbolise the coming to earth of Jesus, while
holly was seen as protection against pagans and witches, its thorns and red berries

held to represent the Crown of Thorns worn by Jesus at the crucifixion.
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In addition, Father Christmas (known as Santa Claus in North America and
Ireland) is a popular mythological figure in many countries, associated with the

bringing of gifts for children.
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Christmas carols may be sung and stories are told about the Baby Jesus, St

Nicholas, Santa Claus, Father Christmas, Christkind or Grandfather Frost.
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